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Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 

This report covers the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 3rd July 
2014.  
 
3rd July 2014 
 
Discretionary Crisis Fund 
The Committee received an update on the Discretionary Crisis Fund. Throughout 2013/14 
the Committee was consulted on a number of proposed and actual policy changes to the 
Scheme and were consulted on a revised Scheme. The revised Scheme became 
operational with effect from 1st April 2014, and the Committee was advised of the 
applications that had been received since that date. The Committee determined that it 
would receive quarterly updates on the Scheme throughout 2014/15.   
 
Insurance Claims Analysis Report 
The Committee scrutinised a report that analysed insurance claims, against the Council, 
that had been received, in respect of incidents since 1st June 2012. The report highlighted 
the need for the Council to ensure value for money and quality with regard to its claiming 
handling service, and this report demonstrated that this was happening. The Committee 
requested that they receive an annual update, in future, on insurance claims against the 
Council. 
 
Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership (RSCP) 
The Committee scrutinised a report detailing the RSCP’s performance in the 4th Quarter of 
2103/14. Members welcomed the opportunity to scrutinise the Partnership after an 
absence of a year when the reports were submitted to the former Health and Partnerships 
Scrutiny Committee. The Committee scrutinised the police’s performance across the 
Borough, noting improved performances with regard to reduced numbers of drug related 
offences and instances of anti-social behaviour bur expressed concern at rising levels of 
shoplifting offences, mainly against stores outside of town centres, and vehicle crime, 
especially theft from vehicles. With regard to the police’s communications of their activities 
it was noted, with some concerns, that the police appeared to be publicising their activities 
in the local media, without prior reference to the Borough’s elected Members, and asked 
for such information to be made available to all elected Members. 
 
Inspired Spaces  
The Committee scrutinised a report detailing the performance of Inspired Spaces in the 4th 
Quarter of 2103/2014. The report focused upon a successful careers fair that had been 
held recently and ongoing construction works, with particular reference to works at St. 
Cuthbert’s School, Rochdale.  
 
Corporate Health Staffing Indicators 
The Committee scrutinised a report that provided Members with a summary of service 
performance against the Corporate Health Indicators for the fourth quarter and year end for 
2013/2014.  
 
The Committee agreed that future reports are to exclude data that directly relates to 
Link4Life and to other partner organisations, as these can be dealt with separately, via 
their own reporting mechanisms to the Committee. Members also sought clarification of 



any effect that the recent industrial action would have on the narrative of this report. 
Members also requested that future reports include details of the gender balance and age 
profiles of the Council’s workforce. 
 
Corporate Complaints and Social Care Complaints: The Committee scrutinised a report 
that provided Members with details of complaints received by Services during the fourth 
Quarter of 2013/2014 (January to March), and in doing so referred to the number of 
complaints recorded in the report and sought clarification as to whether this was an 
accurate reflection of the total number of complaints received across the Council. The 
Committee, as with the previous item, agreed that future reports are to exclude data that 
directly relates to Link4Life. 
 
AGMA Scrutiny Pool 
The Committee received minutes of three meetings of the AGMA Scrutiny Pool, held 14th 
February, 11th April and 13th June 2014. The minutes generated widespread discussion 
and Members were both surprised and concerned at the volume and significance of 
matters that were being discussed and determined at AGMA bodies, which will have 
significant impacts on the delivery of services in the Borough. Throughout 2014/15 the 
Committee will continue to receive and scrutinise minutes of the AGMA Scrutiny Pool and 
to hold to account the Council’s representatives on these bodies. 
  
Roles and Functions of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee: 
The Committee received a report that outlined the roles and responsibilities of the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee. With effect from the Annual Council meeting, on 4th 
June 2014, the Committee has assumed the responsibility for the scrutiny of Rochdale 
Safer Communities Partnership, Link4Life, Rochdale Development Agency, Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing and the Borough’s Safeguarding Boards (in respect of Children and 
Adults). 
 
Other Issues 
 
Work Programme Planning Session 
On 26th June 2014 the Committee held an informal session at which we discussed our 
Work Programme for the 2014/2015 Municipal Year. The Committee decided that 
wherever possible Cabinet Members and Directors attend meetings of the Committee to 
present reports that affect their Portfolio and Service area. The Committee also discussed 
inviting the Council’s appointed representatives to Association of Greater Manchester 
Authorities bodies to explain what is happening and how the Borough will be affected by 
any proposals/developments. The Committee also considered holding special “one-off” 
sessions at which Members can have informal, off the record discussions with Directors 
and/or Portfolio Holders about issues that affect the Authority, which Members are 
concerned about. Finally the Committee considered making more use of the Call-in 
function, during 2014/2015, as a means of holding the Cabinet to account. It was noted 
that in the last two Municipal years only two items of business were called-in, and these 
related to Township decisions rather than Cabinet determinations. 
      
This is my first report of this Municipal Council Year and I would like to formally welcome 
the new Members of the Committee who have already made a valuable contribution to the 
Committee’s work. 
 
 
Councillor Mike Holly  - Chair, Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
Thank you Mr Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
 


